UA girls ready to defend home turf in final four
By MICHAEL ALWOOD
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When the Upper Arlington High School girls lacrosse team began the 2007 season the Golden Bears had two main thoughts on their minds.

The first was their initial opponent, Thomas Worthington, and the second was the still-stinging loss to Columbus Academy a year earlier in the regional finals that kept the Bears from defending their 2005 Division I state championship.

Fast-forward two months and the Bears are coming off their second triumph of the season over Worthington and are poised for another run at a state title with a berth in the final four.

As a bonus, the Bears are the hosts of this year's tournament.

A come-from-behind 7-6 win over the Cardinals in the regional final at Mason last Wednesday has put the Bears (16-3) into Friday's Ohio Schoolgirls Lacrosse Association semifinals against Hathaway Brown (15-5), which won its own regional with a 13-9 upset over top-seeded Medina.

"It's really huge that we're hosting it this year," UA co-captain Erika Brooker said. "We've always wanted to do that and this is our opportunity to bring it home. Last year was kind of a disappointment, not making it to the state tournament. So winning our last game against Thomas Worthington really boosted our confidence. We're really excited to go in and get to the state game and win it."

In the other semifinal Sycamore (18-0) will take on Chagrin Falls (16-3) with the two winners playing Saturday for the championship.

First, though, UA needs to get by Hathaway Brown and while the Bears beat the Blazers 7-5 April 28, the team knows that score won't mean anything come Friday.

"We definitely want to put that out of our minds," junior Lindsay Godard said. "When we played our team wasn't exactly playing as a team per se. Hopefully everyone will be playing together."
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"I think knowing we beat them boosts our confidence a little bit but we still have to be really careful about them," Brooker agreed. "Every team improves during the season and I'm sure they have also. So we just have to go in there thinking we've never played them before because we don't know what to expect from them. They obviously want to win too, so we have to be stronger than them and have more heart to win it."

The Bears are also guarding against looking ahead to Saturday's championship game and a possible rematch against No. 1 seed Sycamore, which handed UA one of its three losses this season (6-3, April 21).

"I know a lot of us on the team really want to see them in the state game," Brooker said. "We're kind of holding a grudge against them because of the loss. We want to show them we are the better team so we want to go in there and beat them, especially on our home field."

"After losing to them we really want to prove to ourselves and to them that we can actually beat them," Godard added. "Sycamore is an amazing team but we know we're a better team than them. So we think if we all work together and play our game we'll definitely be able to pull a win out.

"But we're taking each game as each game comes. So we definitely have to take Hathaway Brown as if it was our last game and play to our best ability."

The Bears hope to see a sizeable crowd for the two-day tournament to take full advantage of the home field, which has helped spur the team through the early stages of the tournament.

"This has been our goal all year just to play on our home field," Godard said. "We didn't want anyone else playing on our field so we are extremely excited to play these games on our home turf with our home fans and have that whole atmosphere."

In the win over Worthington last Wednesday, Godard, Nancy Baker and Molly Everett scored two goals each and the Bears bounced back from a 4-2 halftime deficit. Goalie Katie Fisher posted nine saves.

After the game coach Wendy Gallapoo was honored by the OSLA for her 16 years of coaching and collecting her 200th career victory (April 15 with a 14-5 triumph over Hinsdale).

Friday's semifinal game is slated for 6 p.m. while Saturday's championship game has a 3 p.m. start time.

